TRANSFER EXAM
Dept. of Foreign Languages and Literature, NTHU, July 15, 2020

Read the two passages below and answer the following essay questions.

PASSAGE ONE

Leaving the Motel
W.D. Snodgrass

Outside, the last kids holler

Near the pool: they’ll stay the night.
Pick up the towels; fold your collar
Out of sight.

Check: is the second bed
Unrumpled, as agreed?
Landlords have to think ahead
In case of need,

Too. Keep things straight: don’t take

The matches, the wrong keyrings—

We’ve nowhere we could keep a keepsake—
Ashtrays, combs, things

That sooner or later others

Would accidentally find.

Check: take nothing of one another’s
And leave behind

Your license number only,

Which they won’t care to trace;

We’ve paid. Still, should such things get lonely,
Leave in their vase

An aspirin to preserve

Our lilacs, the wayside flowers

We’ve gathered and must leave to serve
A few more hours;

That’s all. We can’t tell when

We’ll come back, can’t press claims,

We would no doubt have other rooms then,
Or other names.


https://genius.com/artists/Wd-snodgrass

QUESTIONS
Discuss possible stories presented in the poem based on your judgment of its tone, language and symbols
in 200~250 words. (50%)

PASSAGE TWO

[This passage is extracted from the article entitled “Do you hear what | hear?”, published in
ScienceDaily, 24 May 2019.]

A new study by Columbia University researchers found that infants at high risk for autism were less attuned to
differences in speech patterns than low-risk infants. The findings suggest that interventions to improve language
skills should begin during infancy for those at high risk for autism. The findings were published in Brain and
Language.

"Humans are born with an astonishing ability to distinguish basic sound units that make up all of the world's
languages,” says Kristina Denisova, PhD, assistant professor of clinical psychology at the Columbia University
Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons. "But why some infants at high familial risk for autism spectrum
disorder are less likely to develop their language-specific competence in toddlerhood has remained a mystery."
Previously, Denisova showed that high-risk infants (those who had a sibling with autism) were less likely to turn
their heads in response to spoken language than typically developing infants. Denisova says that "our team
dissociated between head movements in infants at high vs. low familial risk for developing autism and detected the
signal of future atypical development as early as 1-2 months after birth." A large body of research suggests that as
an infant grows, future language development depends in part on the ability to distinguish sounds and elements of
speech that are familiar vs. those that are novel -- including elements of pronunciation, such as stress patterns on
different syllables. Sensitivity to specific stress patterns in one's language serve as important cues for learning
language.

In the current study, the researchers studied 52 9- to 10-month-old infants who heard speech with familiar and
unfamiliar stress patterns while undergoing MRI. Half of the infants were at high risk of autism. They recorded the
head movements throughout the scan and studied whether features of head movements differ between the two
cohorts. Low-risk infants turned their heads more frequently while listening to speech with different syllabic
patterns, while the high-risk infants did not. High-risk infants had significantly worse receptive language scores and
the most atypical head-turning patterns on this task. Those 9- to 10-month-olds who had more abnormal head-
turning behavior during three types of exposure (listening to alternating stress speech, listening to language, and
during sleeping) were more likely to develop autism spectrum disorder by age three.

Denisova studied additional data sets in an attempt to explain what mechanisms might explain the difference
in response. Her examination of studies of 774 infants confirmed that high-risk infants have lower receptive
language scores compared to low-risk infants, further suggesting atypical processing of speech in the high-risk
group. A final query compared vocal learning genes with convergent expression in humans and songbirds (zebra
finches) in an important motor region for vocal learning circuitry (laryngeal motor cortex, LMC) against likely
gene-disrupting mutations in autism genetics publications. This analysis revealed a potential candidate mechanism
for disrupted vocal learning in humans, such that it may be less acquisitive.

QUESTIONS
1. What is the main point of this passage? Using your own words, summarize the passage in 200~250
words (25%)

2. Several research findings were reported in the above passage. Select “two” findings that you find
most interesting and discuss their implications in language learning. The answer should be around
250~300 words. (25%)



